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Maria Ignatieva
* Professor in Landscape Architecture, Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, Sweden
Honorary Doctor of St. Petersburg State Forest Technical University
* URBIO (Urban Biodiversity and Design) Advisory Group Member
« ECLAS (European Council of Landscape Architecture Schools)
Executive Committee Member
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Today the process of globalization is associated with the use of similar urban design
and planning structures (downtowns, ‘routine” modernism buildings), landscape
architecture styles (global picturesque and gardenesque), and similar plant and
construction materials. Lawn is one of the most powerful symbols of globalization today
which covers up to 70 % of all open urban spaces. Urban biodiversity today can play an
important role for ecological and cultural identity of cities around the world.

This lecture will explore existing approaches (case studies) in dealing with design of
urban biodiversity in different countries around the globe such as Low Impact
Development, alternative lawns and ‘spontaneous vegetation’.



